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Alien employees of treaty traders
and treaty investors may receive visas
if they are coming to the United States
““to engage in duties of an executive or
supervisory character; or, if employed
in a lesser capacity, if they have spe-
cial qualifications that make the serv-
ices to be rendered essential to the effi-
cient operation of the enterprise.”

E-1 and E-2 visa holders may be ad-
mitted initially for a period of 2 years,
and can apply for extensions in 2-year
increments.

The U.S. has entered into treaties of
commerce since at least 1815, when we
entered into a Convention to Regulate
Commerce with the United Kingdom.
Currently, the nationals of 82 countries
are eligible for E-1 and/or E-2 visa sta-
tus.
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During fiscal year 2020, almost 26,800
E-1 and E-2 visas were issued, down be-
cause of the pandemic from roughly
50,000 during fiscal year 2019.

While the AMIGOS Act passed the
House last Congress, the version we are
considering today is somewhat dif-
ferent. The updated text includes lan-
guage, added at the request of Senator
LEE from Utah, aimed at preventing
abuse of the E visa program whereby
an individual essentially purchases
citizenship in a U.S. trade treaty coun-
try simply to be eligible to get a U.S.
E visa. Specifically, the language re-
quires that an alien be domiciled in the
U.S. trade treaty country for at least 3
years before the individual can apply
for an E visa.

I thank Senator LEE for his commit-
ment to ensuring the integrity of our
visa programs.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3

minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE).

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New York, the
chair of the Judiciary Committee, for
bringing this bill to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2671, the Advancing Mutual Interests
and Growing Our Success Act, or the
AMIGOS Act.

The AMIGOS Act is a bipartisan bill
that I introduced along with my col-
leagues Mr. COSTA, Mr. KEATING, Mr.
VALADAO, and Mr. KHANNA to encour-
age greater investment and trade be-
tween the United States and Portugal.

H.R. 2571 makes Portuguese nation-
als eligible for E-1 and E-2 non-
immigrant investor visas. Extending
visas to Portugal not only gives Por-
tuguese businesses an opportunity to
invest in the United States, but it is a
mutually beneficial relationship that
promotes jobs in both countries and
growth in United States businesses and
our economy.

The United States has no better
friend than the country of Portugal. As
one of the first countries to recognize
the United States after the Revolu-
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tionary War, Portugal is one of our
closest economic partners and strong-
est allies. Today, the United States
maintains that longstanding relation-
ship as the fifth-largest export market
for Portugal and its largest trading
partner outside of the European Union.

I am proud to represent the First
District of Rhode Island, home to one
of the country’s largest and most vi-
brant Portuguese communities, a com-
munity that has made outstanding
contributions in the arts, culture, busi-
ness, and public service in this country
for many decades.

The United States is Portugal’s larg-
est trading partner outside the Euro-
pean Union, with bilateral trade reach-
ing $6.6 billion in 2019. There are cur-
rently over 130 American companies
operating in Portugal in a wide range
of economic sectors, including pharma-
ceutical, chemical, technology, bank-
ing, and health sectors.

In 2019, the United States’ direct in-
vestment position in Portugal was $2.3
billion, an increase of 6 percent from
2018. The direct investment position
from Portugal in the United States,
however, experienced a 1 percent de-
crease to $1.4 billion from 2018 to 2019.

Portugal is one of only five EU coun-
tries whose citizens are not currently
eligible for E-1 or E-2 visas. In the ab-
sence of a bilateral treaty, which Por-
tugal cannot enter due to the rules of
the European Union, Congress has the
power to authorize E-1 and E-2 visa
benefits to other countries. We have
exercised our authority to do so for
both Israel in 2012 and New Zealand in
2018.

I am proud to lead this effort to sup-
port our ally and friend, Portugal. I en-
courage my colleagues to support H.R.
2571, the AMIGOS Act, and I again
thank Mr. NADLER for bringing the bill
to the floor.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, the AMI-
GOS Act is bipartisan legislation that
would improve our economy and
strengthen our ties with an important
and longstanding ally.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2571, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.
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REDEFINING EASTERN AND MID-
DLE JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF
NORTH CAROLINA

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 1340) to amend title 28, United
States Code, to redefine the eastern
and middle judicial districts of North
Carolina.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1340

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. JUDICIAL DISTRICTS OF NORTH
CAROLINA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 113 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘and Wil-
son and’” and inserting ‘“Wilson, those por-
tions of Hoke, Moore, Scotland, and Rich-
mond counties encompassing the Fort Bragg
Military Reservation and Camp Mackall,
and”’; and

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following:

“(b) MIDDLE DISTRICT.—The Middle Dis-
trict comprises the counties of Alamance,
Cabarrus, Caswell, Chatham, Davidson,
Davie, Durham (excluding that portion of
Durham County encompassing the Federal
Correctional Institution, Butner, North
Carolina), Forsyth, Guilford, Hoke (exclud-
ing that portion of Hoke County encom-
passing the Fort Bragg Military Reservation
and Camp Mackall), Lee, Montgomery,
Moore (excluding that portion of Moore
County encompassing the Fort Bragg Mili-
tary Reservation and Camp Mackall), Or-
ange, Person, Randolph, Richmond (exclud-
ing that portion of Richmond County encom-
passing the Fort Bragg Military Reservation
and Camp Mackall), Rockingham, Rowan,
Scotland (excluding that portion of Scotland
County encompassing the Fort Bragg Mili-
tary Reservation and Camp Mackall),
Stanly, Stokes, Surry, and Yadkin.”.

(b) APPLICATION.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall not apply to any ac-
tion commenced or pending in any judicial
district of North Carolina before the date of
enactment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) and the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BI1SHOP) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on S. 1340.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1340 would redefine
the boundaries of the middle and east-
ern districts of North Carolina to place
Fort Bragg and Camp Mackall, a sub-
installation of Fort Bragg located
roughly 40 miles away, entirely within
the eastern district, a very smart and
instructive decision.



H2984

After having been introduced by both
Senators from North Carolina, S. 1340
passed the Senate last week. H.R. 2746,
the identical House companion to S.
1340, which recently passed the Judici-
ary Committee, was introduced by a
friend and colleague, Congresswoman
Ross, and Congressman HUDSON and
was cosponsored by every member of
the North Carolina House delegation.

This is bipartisan, bicameral legisla-
tion that will improve the administra-
tion of justice in North Carolina.

Currently, even though Fort Bragg
sits on the outskirts of Fayetteville,
which is in the eastern district, the
base straddles both judicial districts.
The result of this split means that a
Federal case arising on one part of
Fort Bragg will be heard at the Fay-
etteville courthouse, which is roughly
20 minutes away, while a case arising
on another part of the base could be
heard at courthouses more than 2 hours
away.

The logistical difficulties resulting
from Fort Bragg’s split jurisdiction can
extend beyond the inconvenience of un-
necessarily long travel times. In crimi-
nal cases, for example, courts have had
difficulty ensuring that defendants
have received notice of their rights. S.
1340 will fix that and fix it now.

I want to thank Ms. RoSs for her bi-
partisan work on this issue and for her
enormous leadership in championing
this legislation in the House.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support
this bill. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it as well, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1340 will improve ju-
dicial economy by redefining the judi-
cial districts of my home State of
North Carolina.

Fort Bragg, which is located in North
Carolina, is one of the U.S. Army’s
largest military installations. It spans
six counties and is approximately 250
square miles large. Fort Bragg is lo-
cated in two judicial districts, the mid-
dle district and the eastern district of
North Carolina. This has led to incon-
venience for both defendants and the
courts system.

S. 1340 redefines the judicial districts
so that Fort Bragg and a sub-installa-
tion, Camp Mackall, are located in a
single judicial district, the eastern dis-
trict. This change will streamline and
improve judicial administration and ef-
ficiency.

I want to thank Senator TILLIS and
Senator BURR for their work on this
bill. T also want to thank the former
member from North Carolina, Mr.
Holding. And I also want to thank my
law school classmate, Representative
RoOss, for sponsoring and the rest of the
North Carolina delegation for joining
me in cosponsoring the House com-
panion, H.R. 2746.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
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from North Carolina (Ms. R0SS), who is
the House sponsor of this very impor-
tant legislation.

Ms. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
also to highlight this critical bill that
will help North Carolinians.

This commonsense legislation will
revise North Carolina’s judicial district
lines to place Fort Bragg, one of the
largest military installations in the
world, entirely within the eastern dis-
trict. Currently, the district lines bi-
sect the base, resulting in unnecessary
administrative and logistical problems
for the people of our State.

This legislation will ease the burden
of traveling miles to Durham, Greens-
boro, or Winston-Salem and, instead,
let servicemembers resolve court mat-
ters in nearby Fayetteville or Raleigh.
A similar redistricting occurred sev-
eral years ago when Congress moved
Butner into the eastern district.

This bipartisan piece of legislation
will benefit our servicemembers and
their families.

I am honored to work with my North
Carolina colleagues, Congressman HUD-
SON, Senator TILLIS, and Senator BURR,
my colleague from law school class,
and the entire delegation to get this
bill across the finish line. I am pleased
it passed out of the Senate, and I look
forward to passing it in the House and
having it signed into law by the Presi-
dent.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this is sensible and prudent to
the administration of justice in my
home State.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
this is a good day on the floor of the
House. S. 1340 will improve the admin-
istration of justice in the Federal
courts of North Carolina.

This is not only a bipartisan, bi-
cameral effort, but it is also evidence
of Republicans and Democrats working
together for the uplifting of justice.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the leader-
ship of Representative ROSS in bringing
this bill forward, and I hope all of my
colleagues will enthusiastically sup-
port this bill.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1340 would redefine the
boundaries of the Middle and Eastern Districts
of North Carolina to place Fort Bragg and
Camp Mackall (a sub-installation of Fort Bragg
located roughly 40 miles away) entirely within
the Eastern District.

After having been introduced by both Sen-
ators from North Carolina, S. 1340 passed the
Senate last week. H.R. 2746, the identical
House companion to S. 1340, which recently
passed the Judiciary Committee, was intro-
duced by Congresswoman Ro0ssS and Con-
gressman HUDSON and was cosponsored by
every member of the North Carolina House
Delegation.

This is bipartisan, bicameral legislation that
will improve the administration of justice in
North Carolina.

Currently, even though Fort Bragg sits on
the outskirts of Fayetteville, which is in the
Eastern District, the base straddles both judi-
cial districts.
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The result of this split means that a federal
case arising on one part of Fort Bragg will be
heard at the Fayetteville courthouse, which is
roughly 20 minutes away, while a case arising
on another part of the base could be heard at
courthouses more than two hours away. The
logistical difficulties resulting from Fort Bragg’s
split jurisdiction can extend beyond the incon-
venience of unnecessarily long travel times—
in criminal cases, for example, courts have
had difficulty ensuring that defendants have
received notice of their rights. S. 1340 will fix
that.

| want to thank Ms. RoOsSS for her bipartisan
work on this issue, and for championing this
legislation in the House. | am pleased to sup-
port this bill, and | urge my colleagues to sup-
port it as well.

Mr. Speaker, S. 1340 will improve the ad-
ministration of justice in the federal courts in
North Carolina.

| appreciate the leadership of Representa-
tive Ross in bringing this bill forward, and |
hope all my colleagues will support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON LEE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, S. 1340.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

——
FOUNDATION OF THE FEDERAL
BAR ASSOCIATION CHARTER

AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2021

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2679) to amend title 36,
United States Code, to revise the Fed-
eral charter for the Foundation of the
Federal Bar Association, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2679

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Foundation
of the Federal Bar Association Charter
Amendments Act of 2021°.

SEC. 2. ORGANIZATION.

Section 70501 of title 36, United States
Code, is amended by striking subsection (b)
and redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (b).

SEC. 3. MEMBERSHIP.

Section 70503 of title 36, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking subsections (a) and (b) and
inserting the following:

‘‘(a) ELIGIBILITY.—Except as provided in
this chapter, eligibility for membership in
the corporation and the rights and privileges
of members are as provided in the bylaws.”’;
and
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